《Unabridged Commentary Critical and Explanatory on 2 Peter》(Robert Jamieson)
Commentator

At a time when the theological winds seem to change direction on a daily basis, the Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible is a welcome breath of fresh air from conservative and orthodox teachers of the Christian faith. This commentary has been a bestseller since its original publication in 1871 due to its scholarly rigor and devotional value. Robert Jamieson (1802-1880), Andrew Robert Fausset, and David Brown(1803-1897) have crafted a detailed, yet not overly technical, commentary of the Bible that holds to the historic teachings of orthodox Christianity. Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible is based on a detailed exegesis of the scriptures in the original languages and is a "must have" for those who are interested in a deeper appreciation of the Biblical text

Published in 1878, this is the unabridged version of Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown's Commentary. This version includes the Greek and Hebrew words, along with double the content of the abridged version. Most online versions of JFB are abridged and include only a fraction of what the authors said!

It is worth noting that in the printed version, errors in spelling, punctuation, numbering, cross references have followed throughout the printing history of this one-volume edition of the Commentary. This electronic edition, then, may represent the first corrected edition.

00 Introduction 

AUTHENTICITY AND GENUINENESS.--If not a gross imposture, its own internal witness is unequivocal in its favor. It has Peter's name and apostleship in its heading: not only his surname, but his original name Simon, or Simeon, he thus, at the close of his life, reminding his readers who he originally was before his call. Again, in 2 Peter 1:16-18 his presence at the Transfiguration, and Christ's prophecy of his death! and in 2 Peter 3:15 his brotherhood with Paul. Again, in 2 Peter 3:1 of himself as author of the former Epistle: it is, moreover, addressed so as to include (but not to be restricted to) the same persons as the first, whom he presupposes to be acquainted with the writings of Paul, by that time recognized as "Scripture" ( 2 Peter 3:15 long-suffering of God," compare Romans 2:4 a late date, when Paul's Epistles (including Romans) already had become generally diffused and accepted as Scripture in the Church. The Church of the fourth century had, besides the testimony which we have of the doubts of the earlier Christians, other external evidence which we have not, and which, doubtless, under God's overruling providence, caused them to accept it. It is hard to understand how a book palpably false (as it would be if Peter be not the author) could have been accepted in the Canon as finally established in the Councils of Laodicea, A.D. 360 (if the fifty-ninth article be genuine), Hippo, and Carthage in the fourth century (393 and 397). The whole tone and spirit of the Epistle disprove its being an imposture. He writes as one not speaking of himself, but moved by the Holy Ghost ( 2 Peter 1:21 An attempt at such a fraud in the first ages would have brought only shame and suffering, alike from Christians and heathen, on the perpetrator: there was then no temptation to pious frauds as in later times. That it must have been written in the earliest age is plain from the wide gulf in style which separates it and the other New Testament Scriptures from even the earliest and best of the post-apostolic period. DAILLE well says, "God has allowed a fosse to be drawn by human weakness around the sacred canon to protect it from all invasion."

Traces of acquaintance with it appear in the earliest Fathers. HERMAS [Similitudes, 6.4] (compare 2 Peter 2:13 [Shepherd, Vision 3.7], "They have left their true way" (compare 2 Peter 2:15 [Shepherd, Vision 4.3], "Thou hast escaped this world" (compare 2 Peter 2:20 ROME, [Epistle to the Corinthians, 7.9; 10], as to Noah's preaching and Lot's deliverance, "the Lord making it known that He does not abandon those that trust in Him, but appoints those otherwise inclined to judgment" (compare 2 Peter 2:5, 2 Peter 2:6, 2 Peter 2:7, 2 Peter 2:9 IREN

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1
Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ:

Simon. So B, Greek form; in 'Aleph (') A. 'Symeon' (Hebrew, i:e., hearing), as Acts 15:14. His mention of his original name accords with the design here, to warn against the coming false teachers, by setting forth the true "knowledge" of Christ on the testimony of the original apostolic eyewitnesses like himself. This was not required in the first letter. 

Servant - `slave:' so Paul, Romans 1:1. To them ... He addresses a wider range of readers (all believers) than in the first letter, but includes especially those therein addressed, as 2 Peter 3:1 proves. 

Obtained - by grace [ lachousin (Greek #2975)]; applied by Peter to receiving of the apostleship by allotment (Acts 1:17; Luke 1:9). They did not acquire it: Divine election is as independent of man's control, as the lot which is east forth. 

Like precious - `equally precious' to those who believe, though not having seen Christ, as to Peter and those who have seen Him. For it lays hold of the same "exceeding great and precious promise," and the same "righteousness of God our Saviour." "The common salvation," Jude 1:3. "Precious" is applied by Peter to "faith" and its "trial," 1 Peter 1:7; to "Christ," 1 Peter 2:7; it is "blood," 1 Peter 1:19; God's "promises," 2 Peter 1:4. 

With us - apostles and eyewitnesses (2 Peter 1:18). Though enforcing his exhortation by his apostleship, he puts himself, as to "the faith," on a level with all believers. The degree of faith varies in different believers; but as to its objects, justification, sanctification, and future glorification, it is common to all. Christ is to all believers "made of God wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption." 

Through , [ en (Greek #1722)] - 'IN.' The one article to both nouns requires, "the righteousness of Him who is (at once) our God and (our) Saviour." Peter, confirming Paul's testimony to the same churches, adopts Paul's inspired phraseology. The Gospel plan sets forth God's righteousness, which is Christ's righteousness, in the brightest light. This passage establishes the imputation to us of the righteousness of Christ. Compare Isaiah 42:21; Jeremiah 23:6; Romans 3:22; Romans 4:6; Romans 10:4; 1 Corinthians 1:30. Faith has its sphere IN it as its element: God is in redemption "righteous," and at the same time a "Saviour" (cf. Isaiah 45:21, end). 

Verse 2
Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, Grace and peace - (1 Peter 1:2.) 

Through , [ en (Greek #1722)] - 'in:' the sphere IN which alone grace and peace can be multiplied. Knowledge , [ epignoosei (Greek #1922)] - 'full knowledge.' Of God, and of Jesus our Lord. The Father is here meant by "God," but the Son in 2 Peter 1:1. How entirely one the Father and Son are! (John 14:7-11.) The prominent object is 'the knowledge of Jesus our Lord' (a rare phrase); only secondarily of the Father through Him (2 Peter 1:8; 2 Peter 2:20; 2 Peter 3:18). 

Verse 3
According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:

According as. 'As He hath given us ALL things needful for life and godliness, (so) do you give ALL diligence,' etc. The oil and flame are given wholly by God's grace, and 'taken' by believers: their part is to 'trim their lamps,' (cf. 2 Peter 1:3-4, with 2 Peter 1:5, etc.) 

Life and godliness. Spiritual life mast exist first, before there can be godliness. Knowledge of God experimentally is life (John 17:3). The child must have vital breath, then cry to, and walk in the ways of, his father. It is not by godliness we obtain life, but by life, godliness. To life stands opposed corruption; to godliness, lust (2 Peter 1:4). 

Called us - (2 Peter 1:10, "calling") (1 Peter 2:9.) To glory and virtue , [ dia (Greek #1223)] - 'through (His) glory.' So B but 'Aleph (') A C, Vulgate [ idia (Greek #2398) doxee (Greek #1391)], 'by His own glory and excellency,' which characterize 'His divine power.' "Virtue," the standing word in pagan ethics, is found only once in Paul (Philippians 4:8), and in Peter in a distinct sense from classic usage. It is a term too earthly for expressing the gifts of the Spirit (Trench, 'Synonyms'). 

Verse 4
Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. Whereby - By which glory and virtue: His glory making the "promises" exceeding great; His virtue making them "precious" (Bengel). Precious promises are the object of precious faith. 

Given. The promises themselves are a gift; for they are as sure as if fulfilled. By these - promises. They even now have a sanctifying effect, assimilating the believer to God. Still more so when fulfilled. 

Might , [ geneesthe (Greek #1096)] - 'that ye MAY become partakers,' now in part, hereafter perfectly (1 John 3:2). 

Of the divine nature - not God's essence, but His holiness, holiness, including His "glory" and "virtue" (2 Peter 1:3): opposite to 'corruption through lust.' Sanctification is the imparting of God Himself by the Holy Spirit in the soul. We by faith partake also of the material nature of Jesus (Ephesians 5:30). The "divine power" enables us to be partakers of the "divine nature." 

Escaped the corruption - which involves in itself destruction of soul and body. (On "escaped," as from a condemned cell, cf. Genesis 19:17; Colossians 1:13; 1 Peter 2:18-20 .) 

Through , [ en (Greek #1722)] - 'IN.' 'The corruption in the world' has its seat, not so much in the surrounding elements, as in the "lust" of men's hearts. 

Verse 5
And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; And besides this [ auto (Greek #846) de (Greek #1161) touto (Greek #5124), 'Aleph (') B C (A, autoi (Greek #846) de (Greek #1161), yourselves also)] - 'And for this very reason,' namely, 'seeing that His divine power hath given all things that pertain to life and godliness' (2 Peter 1:3). 

Giving , [ pareisenengkantes (Greek #3923)] - introducing, side by side with God's gift, on your part, "diligence" (cf. 2 Corinthians 7:11; 2 Peter 1:10; 2 Peter 3:14). 

All - possible. Add , [ epichoreegeesate (Greek #2023)] - 'minister additionally,' or abundantly (cf. 2 Corinthians 9:10): said of one who supplied all the equipments of a chorus. So 'there will be ministered abundantly unto you an entrance into the everlasting kingdom' (2 Peter 1:11). 

To , [ en (Greek #1722)] - 'IN' in the possession of your faith, minister virtue. Their faith answering to "knowledge of Him" (2 Peter 1:3), is presupposed as God's gift (2 Peter 1:3; Ephesians 2:8), and not required to be ministered by us. In its exercise, virtue is to be, moreover, ministered. Each grace being assumed, becomes the stepping-stone to the succeeding grace: the latter in turn completes the former. Faith leads the band, love brings up the rear (Bengel). The fruits of faith are seven-the perfect number. 

Virtue - moral excellency; manly energy answering to the virtue (energetic excellency) of God (2 Peter 1:3). Courage is needed to be a Christian (cf. Joshua 23:6; Joshua 10:24). 

And to , [ en (Greek #1722)] - 'IN' 'and in the exercise of your virtue knowledge,' namely, practical discrimination of good and evil: perceiving what is the will of God in each detail. 

Verse 6
And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; [ En (Greek #1722) ... engkrateian (Greek #1466)], 'And in your knowledge self-control.' In the exercise of knowledge, or discernment of God's will let there be practical self-control as to one's lusts. Incontinence weakens, self-control imparts strength (Bengel). 'And in your self-control persevering endurance [ hupomonee (Greek #5281)] amidst sufferings,' so much dwelt on in 1 Peter 2:1-25; 1 Peter 3:1-22; 1 Peter 4:1-19. 'And in your endurance godliness.' It is not to be mere stoicism, but united to piety as its source. 

Verse 7
And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 'And in your godliness brotherly-kindness;' not suffering your piety to be morose and sullen, but kind to the brethren. 'And in your brotherly-kindness love'-namely, to all men, even to enemies. From brotherly-kindness toward believers, we are to go forward to love to all men. (Compare 1 Thessalonians 3:12.) So charity completes the choir of graces in Colossians 3:14. In retrograde order, he who has love will exercise brotherly-kindness; he who has brotherly-kindness will feel godliness needful; the godly will mix nothing stoical with patience; to the patient, temperance is easy; the temperate weighs things well, so has knowledge; knowledge guards against sudden impulse carrying away its virtue (Bengel). 

Verse 8
For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. Be , [ huparchonta (Greek #5225), 'Aleph (') B C paronta, present, A, Vulgate] - 'subsist;' i:e., supposing these things to have an actual subsistence in you: "be" would express the mere fact. 

Abound , [ pleonazonta (Greek #4121)] - more than in others. Make , [ kathisteesin (Greek #2525] - 'constitute you,' by the very fact of possessing these graces. Barren - `inactive,' as a field lying unworked [ argous (Greek #692)], so useless. Unfruitful in , [ eis (Greek #1519)] - ' ... in respect to,' etc. 'The full knowledge [epignosin] of Christ' is the goal toward which all these races tend. As their subsisting constitutes us not barren, so their abounding constitutes us not unfruitful, in respect to it. It is through doing His will, and so becoming like Him, that we grow in knowing Him (John 7:17). 

Verse 9
But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. 

But , [ Gar (Greek #1063)] - 'For.' Confirming the need of these graces (2 Peter 1:5-8) by the fatal consequences of wanting them. 

He that lacketh - Greek, 'he to whom these are not present.' Blind - as to unseen spiritual realities. And cannot see afar off - explaining "blind." He closes his eyes [ muoopazoon (Greek #3467)], unable to see distant objects-namely, heavenly things-and fixes his gaze on present earthly things, which alone he can see. Wilfulness in the blindness is implied in 'closing the eyes,' which constitutes its culpability: rebelling against the light shining around him. 

Forgotten , [ leetheen (Greek #3024) laboon (Greek #2983)] - 'contracted forgetfulness:' willful obliviousness. That he was purged. The present sense of one's sins having been once for all forgiven, is the stimulus to every grace (Psalms 130:4). This once for all cleansing of believers at their new birth is taught symbolically by Christ (John 13:10) [ Leloumenos (Greek #3068) - nipsasthai (Greek #3538)], 'He that has been bathed (once for all) needeth not save to wash his feet (of the soils contracted in the daily walk), but is clean every whit (in Christ our righteousness).' 'Once purged (with Christ's blood), we should have no more consciousness of sin' (as condemning us, Hebrews 10:2; Hebrews 10:17), because of God's promise. Baptism sacramentally seals this. 

Verse 10
Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:

Wherefore - seeing the blessed consequence of having, and the evil effects of not having, these graces (2 Peter 1:8-9). 

The rather - the more earnestly. Brethren. The term, which only here he addresses to them, marks his affection, which constrains him so earnestly to urge them. 

To make , [ poieisthai (Greek #4160), middle] - 'to make so far as it depends on you.' "To make" absolutely is God's part: in the active. 

Your calling and election sure - by 'ministering additionally in your faith virtue, and in your virtue knowledge,' etc. God must work all these graces in us, yet not so that we should be machines, but willing instruments in His hands, in making His election of us 'secure.' 'Aleph (') A, Vulgate, add, dia (Greek #1223) toon (Greek #3588) kaloon (Greek #2570) humoon (Greek #5216) ergoon (Greek #2041) B C omit. The ensuring of our election is spoken of not as to God, whose counsel is stedfast, but as to our part. There is no uncertainty on His, but on ours the only security is our faith in His promise and the fruits of the Spirit (2 Peter 1:5-7; 2 Peter 1:11). Peter subjoins election to calling, because the calling is the effect and proof of God's election, which goes before, and is the main thing (Romans 8:28; Romans 8:30; Romans 8:33, where God's 'elect' are those 'predestinated,' and election is "His purpose," according to which He "called" them). We know His calling before His election; therefore calling is put first. Fall , [ ptaiseste (Greek #4417)] - 'stumble' finally (Romans 11:11). Metaphor from a race (1 Corinthians 9:24). 

Verse 11
For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. An , [ hee (Greek #3588)] - 'the entrance' which ye look for. Ministered - the same verb as 2 Peter 1:5. Minister in your faith virtue and the other graces, so shall there be ministered to you the entrance into heaven, where these graces shine most brightly. The reward of grace hereafter shall correspond to the work of grace here. 

Abundantly , [ plousios (Greek #4145)] - 'richly.' So "abound," 2 Peter 1:8. If these graces abound in you, you shall have your entrance into heaven, not merely, "scarcely" (as 1 Peter 4:18), nor "so as by fire" (1 Corinthians 3:15), like one escaping with life after having lost all his goods, but in triumph, without 'stumbling and falling.' 

Verse 12
Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and be established in the present truth. 

Wherefore - as these graces are so necessary to your abundant entrance into Christ's kingdom (2 Peter 1:10-11). 

I will not be negligent. 'Aleph (') A B C, Vulgate, read [ Melleesoo (Greek #3195)], 'I will be about always to put you in remembrance' (an accumulated future): I will regard you as always needing to be reminded (cf. 2 Peter 1:15). 

Always - why he writes the second letter so soon after the first: there is likely to be more and more need of admonition on account of the increasing corruption (2 Peter 2:1-2). 

In the present truth - the Gospel truth: formerly promised to Old Testament believers as about to be, now in the New Testament actually with, and in, believers, so that they are "established" in it as a "present" reality. Its importance renders frequent monitions never superfluous (cf. Romans 15:14-15). 

Verse 13
Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in remembrance; Yea , [ de (Greek #1161)] - "But;" though "you know" the truth (2 Peter 1:12). 

This tabernacle - soon to be taken down (2 Corinthians 5:1): I therefore need to make the most of my short time for the good of Christ's Church. The zeal of Satan against it, the more intense as his time is short, ought to stimulate Christians (Revelation 12:12). 

By - `IN' (cf. 2 Peter 3:1). 

Verse 14
Knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed me. Shortly I must put off , [ apothesis (Greek #595)]. 'The putting off (as a garment) of my tabernacle is speedy:' a soon approaching, also a sudden, death. Christ's words (John 21:18-19), 'When thou art old,' etc., were the ground of his "knowing," now that he was old, that his foretold martyrdom was near. Compare Paul, 2 Timothy 4:6. Though a violent death, he calls it a 'departure' (2 Peter 1:15 : cf. Acts 7:60). 

Verse 15
Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after my decease to have these things always in remembrance. 

Endeavour - `use my diligence' [ spoudasoo (Greek #4704)], as 2 Peter 1:10, the field in which my diligence has scope. Peter fulfils Christ's charge, "Feed my sheep." 

That ye may be able - by this written letter; perhaps also by Mark's gospel, which Peter superintended. Decease - `departure.' The very word [ exodon (Greek #1841)] used in the transfiguration, Moses and Elias conversing about Christ's decease (found nowhere else in the New Testament, but Hebrews 11:22, 'the departing of Israel' out of Egypt, to which the saints' deliverance from the bondage of corruption answers). "Tabernacle" also is found here, as well as there (Luke 9:31; Luke 9:33): an undesigned coincidence, confirming Peters authorship. Always , [ hekastote (Greek #1539)] - 'on each occasion:' as occasion may require. To have ... in remembrance , [ teen (Greek #3588) touton (Greek #5126) mneemeen (Greek #3420) poieisthai (Greek #4160)] - 'to exercise remembrance of,' as of precious truths. Not merely 'to remember' as things we care not about. 

Verse 16
For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 

For - reason why he is so earnest that the remembrance of these things be continued after his death. Followed - out in detail [ exakoloutheesantes (Greek #1811)]. 

Cunningly devised. -`devised by (man's) wisdom' [ sesofismenois (Greek #4679): 'sophisticated'], as Cunningly devised. - `devised by (man's) wisdom' [ sesofismenois (Greek #4679): 'sophisticated'], as distinguished from what the Holy Spirit teaches (cf. 1 Corinthians 2:13). Compare also 2 Peter 2:3, "feigned words." Fables - as pagan mythologies, and subsequent Gnostic 'fables and genealogies,' of which the germs already existed in Judaism, combined with Oriental philosophy in Asia Minor. The Spirit's precautionary protest against the rationalistic mythical theory of the Gospel. 

When we made known unto you. Not that Peter himself had personally taught the churches in Pontus, Galatia, etc.; but he was one of the apostles whose testimony was borne to the Church in general, to whom this letter is addressed, (2 Peter 1:1, including, but not restricted to, as 1 Peter, the churches in Pontus, etc.) Power - the opposite of "fables:" cf. the contrast of "word" and "power," 1 Corinthians 4:20. A specimen of His power was given at the transfiguration; also of His "coming" again, and its attendant glory. [ Parousian (Greek #3952)] "Coming" is always used of His second advent. A refutation of the scoffers (2 Peter 3:4): I, James, and John, saw with our own eyes a sample of His coming glory. 

Were , [ geneethentes (Greek #1096)] - 'were made.' Eye-witnesses. As initiated spectators of mysteries [ epoptai (Greek #2030)], we were admitted into His innermost secrets, namely, at the transfiguration. 

His , [ tees (Greek #3588) ekeinou (Greek #1565)] - THAT great ONE'S majesty. 

Verse 17
For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Received ... honour - in the voice that spake to Him. 

Glory - in the light which shone round Him: answering to the Shechinah glory in the Tabernacle. Came , [ enechtheisees (Greek #5342)] - 'was borne:' only in 1 Peter 1:13 : the argument against this second letter, from its dissimilarity of style, as compared with 1 Peter, is not well rounded. 

Such a voice - as he describes. From the excellent glory , [ hupo (Greek #5259) tees (Greek #3588) megaloprepous (Greek #3169) doxees (Greek #1391)] - 'BY (i:e., uttered by) the magnificent glory.' (i:e., by God: as His manifested presence is called by the Hebrews 'the Glory:' cf. "His Excellency," Deuteronomy 33:26; Psalms 21:5). 

In whom , [ eis (Greek #1519) hon (Greek #3739)] - 'in regard to whom' (accusative); but Matthew 17:5, "in whom" [ en (Greek #1722) ho (Greek #3588)] centers my good pleasure. Peter omits, as not required by his purpose, "hear Him," showing his independence in his inspired testimony. 

I am - aorist [ eudokeesa (Greek #2106)]: 'My good pleasure rested (from eternity).' 

Verse 18
And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount. Which came - `we heard borne from heaven.' 

We - James, and John, and myself. Holy mount - as the transfiguration, mount came to be regarded as the scene of Christ's divine glory. 

Verse 19
We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts:

We - all believers. 

A more sure , [ echomen (Greek #2192) bebaioteron (Greek #949) ton (Greek #3588) profeetikon (Greek #4397) logon (Greek #3056)] - 'we have the word of prophecy more sure' (confirmed); become a firmer ground of confidence. Previously we knew its sureness by faith; through that visible specimen of its future fulfillment, assurance is made doubly sure: so that, even after Peter and the other apostles are dead, those whom he addresses will feel sure that they have "not followed cunningly devised fables." Prophecy assures us that Christ's sufferings, now past, are to be followed by Christ's glory, to come. The transfiguration gives a pledge to make faith still stronger, that "the day" of His glory will "dawn" ere long. He does not mean that the "word of prophecy," or Scripture, is surer than the voice of God at the transfiguration. The fulfillment of prophecy so far in Christ's history makes us the surer of what is yet to be fulfilled-His consummated glory. The word was the 'lamp [ luchnoo (Greek #3088), "light"] heeded' by Old Testament believers, until a gleam of the "day dawn" was given at Christ's first coming, especially in His transfiguration. So the word is a lamp to us still, until "the day" burst forth fully at the second coming of "the Sun of righteousness." The day, when it dawns upon you, makes sure the fact that you saw correctly, though indistinctly, the objects revealed by the lamp. Whereunto - to which word of prophecy: primarily the Old Testament (and the New Testament, so far as it was then written) in Peter's day; now also in our day the whole New Testament, which, though brighter than the Old Testament (cf. 1 John 2:8, end), is but a lamp even still, as compared with the brightness of the eternal day (cf. 2 Peter 3:2). Oral teachings and traditions are to be tested by the written word (Acts 17:11). Dark , [ auchmeeroo (Greek #850), squalid] - without water, or light. Such spiritually is the world without, and the smaller world (microcosm) within, the natural heart. Compare "dry places," Luke 11:24 (namely, unwatered by the Spirit), through which the unclean spirit goeth. 

Dawn - bursting through the darkness. And - and so; namely, by this sample of Christ's glory in His humiliation (John 1:14), and earnest of His coming glory in His exaltation. 

Day-star , [fosforos] - "the morning star" (Revelation 22:16); the Lord Jesus. In your hearts. Christ's arising in the heart, by His Spirit giving full assurance, creates spiritually full day, the means to which is prayerfully giving heed to the word. This is associated with the day of the Lord-being the earnest of it. Even our hearts shall not fully realize Christ in all His glory and felt presence, until He shall come (Isaiah 66:14-15; Malachi 4:2). However, Tregelles' punctuation is best, 'Whereunto ye do well to take heed (as unto a light shining in a dark place, until the day have dawned, and the morning star arisen) in your hearts.' For the day has already dawned in the believer's heart; what he waits for is, its visible manifestation at Christ's coming. 

Verse 20
Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. 

'Forasmuch as ye know this' (1 Peter 1:18). First - the foremost consideration in studying prophecy; a first principle, never to be lost sight of. Is , [ ginetai (Greek #1096)] - 'proves to be.' No prophecy found to be the result of "private (the individual writer's uninspired) interpretation" (solution), and so origination. [ Epilusis (Greek #1955) does not mean in itself origination, but that which the sacred writer could not always interpret; though, being the speaker or writer (1 Peter 1:10-12), was plainly not of his own, but of God's disclosure, origination, and inspiration, as Peter proceeds to add, "But holy men ... spake (and afterward wrote) ... moves by the Holy Spirit:" a reason why ye should 'give' all "heed" to it.] The parallelism to 2 Peter 1:16 shows that "private interpretation," contrasted with "moved by the Holy Spirit," answers to 'fables devised by (human) wisdom,' contrasted with "we were eye-witnesses of His majesty," etc., attested by the 'voice from God.' The words of the prophetic (so of all) Scripture writers were not mere words of the individuals, therefore to be interpreted by them, but of "the Holy Spirit," by whom they were "moved." "Private" is explained (2 Peter 1:21) "by the will of man" (namely, the individual writer). In a secondary sense, as the word is the Holy Spirit's, it cannot be interpreted by its readers (anymore than by its writers) by their private human powers, but by the teaching of the Holy Spirit (John 16:14); for it was by the Holy Spirit that its speakers and writers were "moved." [ Idias (Greek #2398), "private," is not opposed to the Catholic Church's interpretation (as Rome argues), but to the Holy Spirit's motion.] It is not by individual wisdom, but by the Holy Spirit, the Bible's Author, that any can interpret it. No Scripture is an isolated composition of the individual man, but part of an organic whole, to be solved by comparison with the rest of the Spirit-inspired Word. 'He who is the Author of Scripture is its Supreme Interpreter' (Gerhard). Alford, 'Springs not out of human interpretation' - i:e., is not a prognostication by a man, knowing what he means when he utters it, but, etc. (John 11:49-52.) Rightly: except that the verb is, Doth prove to be. It not being of private interpretation, you must 'give heed' to it, looking for the Spirits illumination "in your hearts" (notes, 2 Peter 1:19). 

Verse 21
For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 

Came not in old time , [ ou (Greek #3756) ... eenecthee (Greek #5342) pote (Greek #4218)] - 'was never at any time borne' (to us). 

By the will of man - alone (Jeremiah 23:26 : cf. 2 Peter 3:5, "willingly"). Holy men of God. 'Aleph (') A, Vulgate; but B C, 'men FROM God;' emissaries from God. "Holy," because they had the Holy Spirit. 

Moved , [ feromenoi (Greek #5342)] - 'borne' (along), as by a mighty wind: Acts 2:2, 'rushing [ feromenees (Greek #5342)] wind:' rapt out of themselves; still not in fanatical excitement (1 Corinthians 14:32). [Hebrew, nabiy' (Hebrew #5030), 'prophet,' meant an interpreter of God. He, as God's spokesman, interpreted not his own "private" will or thought, but God's.] 'Man of the Spirit,' (margin, Hosea 9:7; Neb. 9:30, margin). 'Seer,' on the other hand, refers to the mode of receiving the communications from God, rather than to the utterance of them to others. "Spake" implies that, both in its original oral announcement and now even in writing, it has been always the living voice of God speaking to us through His inspired servants. 'Borne along' forms a beautiful antithesis to 'was borne.' They were passive, yet not mere mechanical instruments. The Old Testament prophets primarily; including also all the inspired penmen, whether of the New or Old Testament (2 Peter 3:2). 

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 1
But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. 

But - in contrast to the prophets "moved by the Holy Spirit" (2 Peter 1:21). Also - as well as the true prophets (2 Peter 1:19-21). Paul had already testified the entrance of false prophets into the same churches (Acts 20:29-30). Among the people - Israel. He is writing to believing Israelites primarily (note, 1 Peter 1:1). Such a 'false prophet' was Balaam (2 Peter 2:15). 

There shall be - already symptoms were appearing (2 Peter 2:9-22; Jude 1:4-13). False teachers , [ pseudodidaskaloi (Greek #5572)] - teachers of falsehood. In contrast to the true teachers, whom his readers are to give heed to (2 Peter 3:2). 

Who - such as [ hoitines (Greek #3748)], 'the which' shall. Privily - not at first openly and directly, but by the way, bringing in error by the side of the truth [ pareisaxousin (Greek #3919)]. Rome objects, Protestantism cannot point out the exact date of the beginnings of the false doctrines added to the original truth; we answer, Peter foretells that the first introduction of them would be stealthy and unobserved (Jude 1:4). 

Damnable , [ apooleias (Greek #684)] - 'of destruction;' entailing destruction (Philippians 3:19) on all following them. Heresies - self-chosen doctrines, not emanating from God (cf. "will-worship," Colossians 2:23). 

Even - going even to such a length as to deny both in teaching and practice. Peter knew, by bitter repentance, what a fearful thing it is to deny the Lord (Luke 22:61-62). 

Denying - Him whom, above all they ought to confess. Lord , [ despoteen (Greek #1203)] - 'Master and Owner' (cf. Jude 1:4). Whom the true doctrine teaches to be their OWNER by right of purchase. 'Denying Him who bought them, that He should be thereby their Master. Even the ungodly were "bought" by His "precious blood." It shall be their bitterest self-reproach in bell, that, as far as Christ's redemption was concerned, they might have been saved. The denial of His propitiatory sacrifice is included (cf. 1 John 4:3). 

Bring upon themselves - (cf. 'God bringing in the flood upon the world,' 2 Peter 2:5). Man bridge upon himself the vengeance which God brings upon him. 

Swift - swiftly descending: as the Lord's coming shall be. As the ground swallowed up Korah and Dathan, and "they went down quick (alive) into the pit." Compare Jude 1:11. 

Verse 2
And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. Follow [ exakoloutheesousin (Greek #1811)] out Follow , [ exakoloutheesousin (Greek #1811)] - out. Pernicious ways , [apoleiais]. 'Aleph (') A B C, Vulgate, read [ aselgeiais (Greek #766)] 'licentiousnesses' (Jude

4). False doctrine and immoral practice go together (2 Peter 2:18-19). By reason of , [ di' (Greek #1223) hous (Greek #3739)] - 'on account of whom,' namely, the followers of the false teachers. 

The way of truth shall be evil spoken of - `blasphemed' by those without, who lay on Christianity itself the blame of its professors' evil practice. Contrast, 1 Peter 2:12. 

Verse 3
And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not. 

Through , [ en (Greek #1722)] - 'in covetousness' as their element (2 Peter 2:14, end: contrast 2 Corinthians 11:20; 2 Corinthians 12:17). Of a long time - in God's eternal purpose. "Before of old," Jude 1:4. 

Lingereth not , [ argei (Greek #691)] - though sinners think it lingers. 'Is not idle' (Ecclesiastes 8:11-12). Damnation , [ apooleia (Greek #684)] - 'destruction' (note, 2 Peter 2:1). Personified. Slumbereth not - though sinners slumber. 

Verse 4
For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment; 

If. The consequent member of the sentence is virtually contained in 2 Peter 2:9. If God in past time has punished the ungodly and saved His people, He will be sure to do so also in our days (cf. end of 2 Peter 2:3). Angels - the highest of intelligent creatures (cf. Jude 1:6), yet not spared when they sinned. 

Hell , [ Tartaroosas (Greek #5020)] - 'Tartarus:' nowhere else in New Testament or Septuagint: equivalent to Geenna. Not inconsistent with 1 Peter 5:8 : though their final doom is hell, for a time they are permitted to roam beyond it in 'the darkness of this world.' Slaves of Tartarus ('the abyss,' or "deep," Luke 8:31; "the bottomless pit," Revelation 9:11) may come upon earth. Step by step they are given to Tartarus, until at last they shall be wholly bound to it. 

Delivered - as the judge delivers the condemned prisoner to the officers (Revelation 20:2). Into chains. 'Aleph (') A B C read [seirois] 'dens' (Alford). This, however, may, in Hellenistic Greek, be equivalent to [ seirais (Greek #4577)] "chains" (cf. Jude 1:6). They are "reserved" unto hell's "mist of darkness" as their final "judgment." Meanwhile their exclusion from the light of heaven is begun. Satan and his demons are free to hurt us only to the length of their chain, like a chained dog. "Darkness" is their 'chain.' So the ungodly were virtually 'in prison,' though at large on the earth, from the moment that God's sentence went forth, though not executed until 120 years after (1 Peter 3:19). 

Verse 5
And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly; 

Eighth - i:e., Noah and seven others. Contrasted with the densely people "world of the ungodly." Preacher - not only "righteous" himself (cf. 2 Peter 2:8), but also "a preacher of righteousness:" adduced against the licentiousness of the false teachers (2 Peter 2:2), who have no prospect but destruction, even as it overtook the ungodly in Noah's days. 

Verse 6
And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, making them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly; 

With - `TO overthrow' (Alford). Ensample - `of (the fate that should befall) those who in after time should live ungodly' (cf. Jude 1:7). 

Verse 7
And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked: Filthy conversation , [ en (Greek #1722) aselgeia (Greek #766) anastrofees (Greek #391)] - 'behaviour in licentiousness' (Genesis 19:5). 

The wicked , [ athesmoon (Greek #113)] - 'lawless:' who set at defiance the laws of nature, man, and God. The Lord reminds us of Lot's faithfulness, not of his sin in the cave: so in Rahab's case. 

Verse 8
(For that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds;) 

Vexed , [ ebasanizen (Greek #928)] - 'tormented.' 

Verse 9
The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished:

Knoweth how. He is at no loss for means, even when men see no escape. 

Out of - not actually from. Temptations - trial. To be punished , [ kolazomenous (Greek #2849)] - 'being punished:' as the fallen angels (2 Peter 2:4) under sentence, awaiting its final execution. Sin is already its own penalty: hell will be its full development. 

Verse 10
But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise government. Presumptuous are they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities. Chiefly - they especially will be punished (Jude 1:8). After - following after. Lust of uncleanness , [ miasmou (Greek #3394)] - defilement. Government , [ kurioteetos (Greek #2963)] - "dominion" (Jude 1:8). Presumptuous , [ tolmeetai (Greek #5113)]. Self-will begets presumption: presumptuously 'daring.' Are not afraid - though so insignificant in might. [ Ou (Greek #3756) tremousin (Greek #5141), 'tremble not' (Jude 1:8, end).] 

Speak evil of - Greek, 'blaspheme.' Dignities , [ doxas (Greek #1391)] - 'glories.' 

Verse 11
Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not railing accusation against them before the Lord. 

Which are - though they are. Greater - than these blasphemers. Jude cites Michael as an instance. Railing accusation - Greek, 'blaspheming judgment' (Jude 1:9). Against them - against "dignities" (for instance, the fallen angels). Before the Lord - in the presence of the Judge they reverently abstain from judgment (Bengel). So 'Aleph (') B C but A, Vulgate, omit. How great is the dignity of the saints who, as Christ's assessors, shall hereafter judge angels! Meanwhile, railing judgments, though true, against dignities, being uttered irreverently, are of the nature of 'blasphemies' (1 Corinthians 4:4-5). If superior angels dare not, as in the presence of God, speak evil even of bad angels, how awful the presumption of those who speak evil of good "dignities!" (Numbers 12:8; Numbers 16:2-3, Korah, etc.; 2 Samuel 16:7-8, Shimei; Jude 1:11.) The angels who sinned still retain the impress of majesty. Satan is still "a strong man:" "prince of this world." Under him are "principalities, powers, rulers of the darkness of this world." We are to avoid irreverence as to them, on account of God: a warning to those who use Satan's name in blasphemy. 'When the ungodly curseth Satan, he curseth his own soul.' 

Verse 12
But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own corruption; 

(Jude 1:10; Jude 1:19.) But - in contrast to the "angels" (2 Peter 2:11). Natural ... made. Transposed in 'Aleph (') A B C. 'Born natural' - i:e., born in their very nature as irrational animals, to be taken and destroyed (Greek, 'unto capture and destruction' [ fthoran (Greek #5356), corruption], note, Galatians 6:8 : cf. below). 

Brute , [ aloga (Greek #249)] - 'irrational.' In contrast to angels that 'excel in strength.' Beasts , [ zooa (Greek #2226)] - 'animals' (cf. Psalms 49:20). 

Speak evil of - `in the case of things which they understand not.' Compare presumption, the parent of subsequent Gnostic error, producing an opposite, though kindred error-`the worshipping of good angels' (Colossians 2:18, "intruding into those things which he hath not seen"). 

Shall utterly perish - literally, 'shall be corrupted in their own corruption' (Jude 1:10). [ Fthora (Greek #5356) is both corruption, the seed, and destruction, the developed fruit.] 

Verse 13
And shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, as they that count it pleasure to riot in the day time. Spots they are and blemishes, sporting themselves with their own deceivings while they feast with you; Receive , [komioumenoi] - 'shall carry off as their due.' 

Reward of - i:e., for their "unrighteousness" (Alford). Also, unrighteousness shall be its own reward (Revelation 22:11). "Wages of unrighteousness" (2 Peter 2:15) has a different sense. The earthly gain gotten, by "unrighteousness" in the day time; Greek, 'counting the luxury which is in the day time (not restricted to night, as ordinary revelling. Or, Vulgate, "the luxury which is comprised in a day." So Hebrews 11:25, and Hebrews 12:16, Esau) to be pleasure,' i:e., their chief good. 

Spots - in themselves. Blemishes - disgraces: bringing blame [ moomoi (Greek #3470)] on the Church and Christianity. Sporting themselves [ entrufoontes (Greek #1792)] -'luxuriating ' Sporting themselves , [ entrufoontes (Greek #1792)] - 'luxuriating.' With - `IN.' 

Deceivings - or passively, 'deceits:' luxuries gotten by deceit (cf. Matthew 13:22; Ephesians 4:22). While deceiving others, they are deceived themselves (cf. Philippians 3:19). "Their own," in opposition to "you." 'While partaking of the love-feast with you,' they are 'luxuriating in their own deceivings' or 'deceits' (to which answers Jude 1:12, end. Peter presents the positive side, Jude the negative. 'Feeding themselves without fear'). So 'Aleph (') C but B, Vulgate, Syriac, and Sahidic versions (as Jude) [ agapais (Greek #25)] 'in their own love-feasts.' "Their own" will imply, they make the love-feasts subserve their own self-indulgent purposes. 

Verse 14
Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling unstable souls: an heart they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed children:

Full of adultery. B C [ moichalidos (Greek #3428)], 'an adulteress,' as though they carried about adulteresses always in their eyes-the avenue of lust (Horneius). Bengel, 'the adulteress who fills their eyes is alluring desire' ['Aleph (') A, moichalias (Greek #3428)]. 

That cannot cease - `that cannot be made to cease from sin.' [ Akatapaustous (Greek #180), 'Aleph (') C akatapastous (an Hellenistic form, from pazoo, the same as pauomai (Greek #3973), A B).] 

Beguiling , [ deleazontes (Greek #1185)] - 'laying baits for.' Unstable - not firmly established in faith. 

Heart - not only the eyes, the channel, but the heart, the fountain-head of lust (Job 31:7, "Mine heart walked after mine eyes"). 

Covetous practices. So B but 'Aleph (') A C, Vulgate, singular 'covetousness.' Cursed children - Greek, 'children of (i:e., devoted to) curse.' Cursing and covetousness, as in Balaam's case, often go together. The curse he designed for Israel fell on Israel's foes and himself. True believers bless, and curse not, so are blessed. 

Verse 15
Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness; Have. Some seducers are spoken of as already come, others as yet to come. Following - out, Greek. 

The way - (Numbers 22:5; Numbers 22:23; Numbers 22:32; Isaiah 56:11.) Son of Bosor - the same as Beor. This form was adopted because the kindred Basar means flesh. Balaam is justly termed son of carnality, as covetous, and enticer of Israel to lust. Loved the wages of unrighteousness - and therefore wished (in order to gain them from Balak) to curse Israel, whom God blessed, and at last gave the hellish counsel, that the only way to bring God's cures on Israel was to entice them to fleshly lust and idolatry, which go together. 

Verse 16
But was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speaking with man's voice forbad the madness of the prophet. 

Was rebuked , [ elengxin (Greek #1649) de (Greek #1161) eschen (Greek #2192)] - 'had a conviction:' an exposure of his specious wickedness on being tested (from elengchoo (Greek #1651), to convict upon testing). 

His , [ idias (Greek #2398)] - his own beast convicted him of his own iniquity. Dumb , [ afoonon (Greek #880) ... foonee (Greek #5456)] - 'voiceless speaking in a man's voice:' marking the marvelous miracle. 

Ass , [ hupozugion (Greek #5268)] - 'beast of burden.' The donkey was most used in riding in Palestine. Forbade. It was not the words of the donkey (for it merely deprecated his beating it), but the miraculous fact of its speaking at all, which withstood Balaam's perversity. Indirectly the donkey, directly the angel, rebuked his worse than asinine obstinacy. The donkey turned aside at the sight of the angel; but Balaam, after God had said, 'Thou shalt not go,' perservered in wishing to go for gain. Thus, the donkey, in act, forbade his madness. How awful a contrast-a mute beast forbidding an inspired prophet! 

Verse 17
These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is reserved for ever. Wells - "clouds," in Jude 1:12-13, both promising (cf. 2 Peter 2:19) water, but yielding none. So their "great swelling words" are found, on trial, to be but "vanity" (2 Peter 2:18). 

Clouds. 'Aleph (') A B C read [ homichlai (G3658a)] 'mists:' dark, not bright as "clouds" often are; whence the latter is applied to the saints: fit emblem of the children of darkness. "Clouds" is inserted from Jude 1:12, where it is appropriate - "clouds ... without water" (promising what they do not perform); not here. 

Mist , [ zofos (Greek #2217)] - blackness: 'the chilling horror accompanying darkness' (Bengel). 

Verse 18
For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error. 

Allure , [ deleazousin (Greek #1185)] - 'lay baits for.' Through - `IN' the lusts of the flesh being the element IN which they lay their baits. Much wantonness , [ aselgeiais (Greek #766)] - 'by licentiousnesses,' the bait which they lay. Clean escaped , [ ontos (Greek #5607)] - 'really,' 'Aleph ('); but A B C, Vulgate [ oligos (Greek #3641)], 'scarcely,' or 'for a little time:' scarcely have they escaped from them who live in error (the ungodly world), when they are allured by these seducers into sin again (2 Peter 2:20). 

Verse 19
While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage. Promise them liberty - instances of their "great swelling words" (2 Peter 2:18). The liberty which they propose is such as fears not Satan, nor loathes the flesh. Pauline language, adopted by Peter: cf. John 8:34; Romans 6:16-22; Romans 8:15; Romans 8:21; Galatians 5:1; Galatians 5:13 : cf. 1 Peter 2:16, note; cf. 2 Peter 3:15. 

Corruption - note, 2 Peter 2:12. Of whom - `by whatever ... by the same,' etc. 

Verse 20
For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. 

After they - the seducers 'themselves' have escaped (2 Peter 2:19; note, Hebrews 6:4; Hebrews 6:6). Pollutions - which bring "corruption" (2 Peter 2:19). 

Through - `IN.' Knowledge , [ epignoosei (Greek #1922)] - 'full knowledge.' The Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ - designating in full the great and gracious One from whom they fall. Latter end is worse ... than the beginning. Peter remembers Christ (Luke 11:26). "Worse" stands opposed to "better" (2 Peter 2:21). 

Verse 21
For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them. The way of righteousness - "the way of truth" (2 Peter 2:2): "the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour." Turn - back again [ eis (Greek #1519) ta (Greek #3588) opisoo (Greek #3694)], 'Aleph (') A, Vulgate; omitted in B C. From the holy commandment - the Gospel, which enjoins holiness: in opposition to their corruption [ hagias (Greek #40)]. Not that it makes holy, but because it ought to be kept inviolate. 

Delivered - once for all. 

Verse 22
But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire. 

But. You need not wonder; for dogs and swine they were before, and dogs and swine they will continue (Proverbs 26:11). They 'scarcely' (2 Peter 2:18) have escaped from their filthy folly, when they again are entangled in it. Then they seduce others who have in like manner 'for a little time escaped from them that live in error' (2 Peter 2:18). Peter quoted Proverbs in his first letter (2 Pet. 1:7; 2:17; 4:8,18 ): another proof that both letters come from the same writer. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 1
This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you; in both which I stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance:

Now. 'This now a second letter I write.' Therefore he lad lately written the former letter. The seven Catholic letters were written by James, John, and Jude, shortly before their deaths: while having the prospect of being for some time alive, they felt writing less necessary (Bengel). 

Unto you. The second letter, though more general in its address, included especially the same persons as the first was addressed to. 

Pure , [ eilikrinee (Greek #1506)] - 'pure when examined by sunlight:' adulterated with no error. Opposite to Ephesians 4:18. Alford, The mind, in relation to the outer world, being turned to God (the Sun of the soul), and not obscured by fleshly regards. 

By way of , [ en (Greek #1722)] - 'in putting you in remembrance' (2 Peter 1:12-13). Ye already know (2 Peter 3:3): it is only needed that I remind you (Jude 1:5). 

Verse 2
That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour:

Prophets - of the Old Tenement. 

Of us. Vulgate reads, 'and of the commandment of the Lord and Saviour (declared) by YOUR apostles' (so Romans 11:13) - the apostles wing live among you at present, in contrast to the Old Testament "prophets." 

Verse 3
Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, Knowing this first - from the apostles. 

Shall come. Their very scoffing shall confirm the prediction. Scoffers. 'Aleph (') A B C, Vulgate, add, '(scoffers) in (i:e., with) scoffing' [ en (Greek #1722) empaigmonee (Greek #1701)] (Revelation 14:2, end). 

Walking after their own lusts - (2 Peter 2:10; Jude 1:16; Jude 1:18): their sole law, unrestrained by reverence for God. 

Verse 4
And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.

(Compare Psalms 10:11; Psalms 73:11.) Presumptuous scepticism and lawless lust, setting nature and its laws above the God of nature and revelation, and arguing from the continuity of nature's phenomena that there can be no interruption to them, was the sin of the antediluvians, and shall be that of the scoffers in the last days. Where - implying it would have taken place before this, if ever it was to take place, but that it never will. The promise - which you, believers, are so continually looking for (2 Peter 3:13). 

His - Christ's: the subject of prophecy from the earliest days. The fathers - to whom the promise was made, who rested all their hopes on it. All things - in the natural world: sceptics look not beyond this. As they were - continues as we see them to continue. From the time of the promise of Christ's coming as King being given to the fathers, down to the present, all things have continued, as now, from "the beginning of creation." The "scoffers" are not atheists, nor do they maintain that the world existed from eternity. They recognize a God, but not the God of revelation. They reason from seaming delay against the fulfillment of God's word. 

Verse 5
For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water: Refutation of their scoffing from Scripture history. 

Willingly - willfully: they do not wish to know. Their ignorance is voluntary. Are ignorant of - in contrast to 2 Peter 3:8, "be not ignorant of this." [ Lanthanei (Greek #2990) ... lanthaneto (Greek #2990), 'This escapes THEIR notice (sagacious philosophers though they think themselves): let this not escape YOURS.'] They shut their eyes to the Scripture record of creation and the deluge: the latter is parallel to the coming judgment by fire; as Peter remembered Jesus' words (Luke 17:26-27). 

By the word of God - not by a fortuitous concurrence of atoms (Alford). Of old - `from of old:' from the first beginning. A confutation of their objection, 'all things continue as they were FROM THE BEGINNING OF CREATION.' Before the flood, the same objection to the possibility of it might have been as plausibly urged. The heavens (sky) and earth have been FROM OF OLD, how unlikely that they should not continue so? But the flood came in spite of their reasonings; so will the conflagration of the earth come in spite of the "scoffers" of the last days, changing the whole order of things (the "world" [ kosmos (Greek #2889)], 'order'), and introducing the new heavens and earth (2 Peter 3:13). Earth standing out of , [ sunestoosa (Greek #4921)] - 'consisting of,' 'formed out of the water.' The waters under the firmament were at creation gathered together into one place, and the dry land emerged out of, and above them. 

In , [ di' (Greek #1223) hudatos (Greek #5204)] - 'by means of the water,' as an instrument (along with fire), in the changes wrought on the earth's surface, to prepare it for man. Held together BY the water. The earth arose out of the water by the efficacy of the water itself (Tittmann). Berosus, the Chaldean, records the tradition in Babylon of a great flood under Xisuthrus, who built the ark. So the Egyptian and Hindu monuments. The Chinese record a great flood under the emperor Yao. So the Greeks, under Deucalion and Pyrrha. The beginning of established government is referred by the Greeks to Minos; by the Hindus to Menu; the Assyrian Nines; the Egyptian first mortal king, Menes: all have the root MEN, which appears in Nimrod. 

Verse 6
Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished: Whereby , [ Di' (Greek #1223) hon (Greek #3739)] - (plural). By means of which heavens and earth (in respect to the WATERS which flowed together from both) the then world perished (i:e., in respect to its occupants, men and animals, and its existing order: not was annihilated): for in the flood "the fountains of the great deep were broken up" from the earth:

(1) below, and "the windows of heaven"
(2) above "were opened." The earth was deluged by that water out of which it had originally risen. 

Verse 7
But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.

(Compare Job 28:5, end.) 

Which are now - `the postdiluvian world.' In contrast to "that then was," 2 Peter 3:6. The same. So A B, Vulgate; but 'Aleph (') C read 'His' (God's). 

Kept in store - `treasured up.' Reserved - "kept." It is only God's keeping which holds together the present state of things until His time for ending it. 

Verse 8
But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 

Be not ignorant - as those scoffers (2 Peter 3:5). Besides the refutation (2 Peter 3:5-7) drawn from the deluge, he adds another (addressed more to believers) - God's delay in fulfilling His promise is not, like men's delays, owing to inability or fickleness in keeping His word, but through "long-suffering." 

This one thing - as the consideration of chief importance (Luke 10:42). One day ... thousand years. Psalms 90:4, Moses says, Thy eternity, knowing no distinction between a thousand years and a day, is the refuge of us creatures of a day. Peter views God's eternity in relation to the last day. It seems to us short-lived beings long in coming; but with the Lord the interval is irrespective of the idea of long or short. His eternity exceeds all measures of time. To His divine knowledge future things are present. His power requires not long delays for performing His work. His long-suffering excludes men's impatient expectation. He can do the work of a thousand years in one day: so in 2 Peter 3:9, He has always the power to fulfill His "promise." 

Thousand years as one day. No delay is long to God: as to a man of countless riches a thousand guineas are as a single penny. God's oeonologe (eternal-ages-measurer) differs wholly from man's horologe (hour-glass). His gnoomon (dial-pointer) shows all the hours at once in the greatest activity and in perfect repose. To Him the hours pass neither more slowly nor more quickly than befits His economy. There is nothing to make Him need to hasten or delay the end. "With the Lord" (Psalms 90:4) silences all objections, on the ground of man's incapability of understanding this (Bengel). 

Verse 9
The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. 

Slack - tardy, late, as though the due time were already come. (Hebrews 10:37, "Will not tarry.") His promise - which scoffers cavil at (2 Peter 3:4). It shall be surely fulfilled (2 Peter 3:13). Some - the "scoffers." 

Count - the delay to result from "slackness." Long-suffering - waiting until the full number of those appointed to "salvation" (2 Peter 3:15) shall be completed. 

To us-ward. 'Aleph (') A, Vulgate, have [ di' (Greek #1223) humas (Greek #5209)] 'for your sake;' B C, 'toward you' [ eis (Greek #1519) humas (Greek #5209)]. 

Any - not desiring that any, even the scoffers, should perish, which would result if He did set give apace for repentance. 

Come - `go and be received to repentance' [ chooreesai (Greek #5562), go and find room for repentance] (cf. Greek, Mark 2:2; John 8:37). 

Verse 10
But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. The certainty, suddenness, and concomitants, of the coming of the day of the Lord. Faber argues that the millennium. etc., must precede Christ's literal coming; not follow it. But "the day of the Lord" comprehends the whole series of events, beginning with the premillennial advent, and ending with the destruction of the wicked, final conflagration, and general judgment (which last intervenes between the conflagration and the renovation of the earth). 

Will come. But (notwithstanding the mockers, and the delay) come and be present the day of the Lord SHALL. 

As a thief. Peter repeats his Lords image (Luke 12:39; Luke 12:41) in the conversation in which he took a part: so also Paul (1 Thessalonians 5:2) and John (Revelation 3:3; Revelation 16:15). 

The heavens - which the scoffers say shall "continue" as they are (2 Peter 3:4; Matthew 24:35; Revelation 21:1). With a great noise , [ roizeedon (Greek #4500)] - a noise like a whizzing arrow, or the crash of devouring flame. Elements - the world's component materials (Wahl). As "the works" in the earth are distinguished from "the earth," so by "elements" after "the heavens," Bengel explains 'the works therein'-namely, the sun, moon, and stars (as Theophilus of Antioch, pp. 22, 148, 228; and Justin Martyr, 'Apology,' 2:, 44, use stoicheia). Rather, as "elements" is not so used in Scripture Greek, the component materials of "the heavens," (including the heavenly bodies (mentioned in the world's destruction, as in its creation): it clearly belongs to "the heavens," not to "the earth," etc. 

Melt - be dissolved, as in 2 Peter 3:11. The works ... therein - of nature and of art. 

Verse 11
Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness,

Then. So 'Aleph (') A, Vulgate; but B C substitute ( houtos (Greek #3778)) 'thus' for "then:" a happy refutation of the 'thus' of the scoffers, 2 Peter 3:4, "AS they were." 

Shall be , [ luomenoon (Greek #3089)] - 'are being (in God's appointment, soon to be fulfilled) dissolve;' implying the certainly, as though actually present. 

What manner of persons - how watchful, prayerful, zealous! To be - not mere existence [ einai (Greek #1511)], but [ huparchein (Greek #5225)] a sate in which one is supposed to be (Tittmann). What men ye ought to be found, when the event comes! This is "the holy commandment" (2 Peter 3:2; 2 Peter 2:21). 

Conversation and godliness , [ anastrofais (Greek #391), eusebeiais (Greek #2150)] - behaviours (toward men), pieties (toward God), in their manifold manifestations. 

Verse 12
Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? 

Hasting unto - with the utmost eagerness praying for, and contemplating, the Saviour as at hand. The Greek may mean 'hastening onward the day of God;' not that God's time is changeable, but God appoints us as instruments of accomplishing those events which must be first before the day can come. By praying for His coming, furthering the preaching of the Gospel for a witness to all nations, and bringing in those whom 'the long-suffering of God' waits to save, we hasten the coming of the day of God. [ Speudoo (Greek #4692) is always in New Testament neuter, not active; but the Septuagint use it actively.] Christ says, "Surely I come quickly. Amen." Our part is to speed this consummation by praying, "Even so, come, Lord Jesus." 

The coming , [ teen (Greek #3588) parousian (Greek #3952)] - 'personal presence:' usually, of the Saviour. The day of God. God has given many myriads of days to men: one shall be the "day of God" Himself. Wherein - rather ( di' (Greek #1223) heen (Greek #3739)), 'on account of (owing to) which' day. 

Heavens - the upper and lower regions of the sky. Melt. Our igneous rocks show they were once liquid. 

Verse 13
Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. 

Nevertheless - in contrast to the destructive effects of the day of God stand its constructive effects. As the flood was the earth's baptism, eventuating in its renovation and partial deliverance from 'the curse,' so its baptism with fire shall purify it, to be the renovated abode of regenerated man, wholly freed from the curse. His promise - (Isaiah 65:17; Isaiah 66:22.) "We" is not emphatic. New heavens - new atmospheric, surrounding the renovated earth. Righteousness - dwelleth in that world as its home, all pollutions having been removed; all other enjoyments are the accidents; righteousness is the essence of heavenly enjoyment. 

Verse 14
Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless. 

That ye may be found of him , [ autoo (Greek #846)] - 'in His sight' (Alford): at His coming in person. In peace - toward God, your own consciences, and your fellow-men, and as its consequence eternal blessedness: 'the God of peace' will effect this for you. 

Without spot - at the coming marriage feast of the Lamb: in contrast to 2 Peter 2:13, "Spots they are and blemishes ... while they feast," not having on the King's pure wedding garment. 

Blameless - (1 Corinthians 1:8; 1 Thessalonians 5:23.) 

Verse 15
And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you; Account that the long-suffering ... is salvation - is designed for the salvation of those yet to be gathered in: whereas those scoffers 'count it (the result of) slackness' on the Lord's part (2 Peter 3:9). Our beloved brother Paul - beautiful love and humility. Peter praises the very letters which contain his condemnation (Galatians 2:9-14): a practical exhibition of 2 Peter 3:14, "in peace." According to the wisdom given unto him - Paul's own language (1 Corinthians 3:10, "According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise master-builder"). Inspired wisdom "GIVEN" him, not acquired in human schools. 

Hath written [ egrapsen (Greek #1125) aorist] -'wrote;' a thing wholly past: Paul was either dead or had ceased Hath written , [ egrapsen (Greek #1125), aorist] - 'wrote;' a thing wholly past: Paul was either dead or had ceased to minister to them. 

Unto you - Galatians, Ephesians, Colossians; the same whom Peter addresses. Colossians 3:4 refers to Christ's second coming. The letter to the Hebrews, too (addressed not only to the Palestinian, but secondarily to the Hebrew Christians everywhere), may be referred to, as Peter primarily addresses in both letters the Hebrew Christians of the dispersion (note, 1 Peter 1:1); Hebrews 9:27-28; Hebrews 10:25; Hebrews 10:37, 'speak of these things' (2 Peter 3:16) which Peter has been handling-namely, the coming of the day of the Lord; delayed through His "long-suffering," yet near and sudden. 

Verse 16
As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction. 

Also in all his letters. Romans 2:4 is similar to 2 Peter 3:15, beginning. The Pauline letters were by this time the common property of all the churches. The "all" implies they were now completed. The Lord's coming is handled, 1 Thessalonians 4:13 - 2 Peter 3:11 : cf. 2 Peter 3:10. Peter distinguishes Paul's letter, or letters, "TO YOU," from "all his (other) letters," showing that definite churches, or particular classes of believers, are meant by "you." 

In which - letters. ['Aleph ( a ) A B read the feminine relative ( hais (Greek #3739)); not as C ( hois (Greek #3739)), 'in which things.'] 

Some things hard to be understood - namely, concerning Christ's coming, the man of sin, and the apostasy, previously. 'Paul seemed thereby to delay Christ's coming to a longer period than the other apostles, whence some doubted it altogether' (Bengel). Though there be some things hard to be understood, there are enough besides plain, easy, and sufficient for perfecting the man of God (2 Timothy 3:16-17). There is scarce anything drawn from the obscure places, but the same in other places may be found most plain' (Augustine). It is our own prejudice, foolish expectations, and carnal fancies, that make Scripture difficult (Jeremy Taylor). Unlearned - not those wanting human learning, but lacking the learning imparted by the Spirit. The humanly learned have been often deficient in spiritual learning, and originated most heresies. Compare 2 Timothy 2:23, a different word, "unlearned" [apaideutous], 'untutored.' When religion is studied as a science, nothing is more abstruse; when studied to know and practice our duty, nothing is easier. 

Unstable - not established in what they have learned; shaken by every difficulty; who, in perplexing texts, instead of comparing them with other Scriptures, waiting until God by His Spirit make them plain, hastily adopt distorted views. 

Wrest - strain and twist [ streblousin (Greek #4761)], as with a hand-screw, what is straight in itself: e.g., 2 Timothy 2:18. 

Other scriptures. Paul's letters were by this time recognized in the Church as scripture:' a term never applied, in any of the fifty places where it occurs, except to the Old and New Testament writings. Men in each church having discernments of spirits, would have prevented any uninspired writing from being put on a par with the Old Testament word of God; the apostles' lives were providentially prolonged-Paul's and Peter's at least to thirty-four years after Christ's resurrection; John's, to thirty years later; so that fraud in the canon is out of question. The first three gospels and Acts are included in "the other scriptures;" perhaps all the New Testament books, except John and Revelation, written later. 

Unto their own destruction - not through Paul's fault (2 Peter 2:1). 

Verse 17
Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness. 

Ye - warned by the case of those "unlearned and unstable" persons (2 Peter 3:16). Know ... before - the event. 

Led away with - the term, as Peter remembers, used by Paul of Barnabas' being 'carried' [ sunapeechthee (Greek #4879)] (Galatians 2:13), led away with, Peter and the other Jews in their hypocrisy. Wicked , [ athesmoon (Greek #113)] - 'lawless,' as 2 Peter 2:7. 

Fall from - grace (Galatians 5:4): the true source of "stedfastness" or stability in contrast with the "unstable" (2 Peter 3:16): "established" (2 Peter 1:12): all kindred terms (Jude 1:20-21). 

Verse 18
But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Grow - not only do not "fall from" (2 Peter 3:17), but grow onward: the secret of not going backward (Ephesians 4:15). 

(The) grace, and ... knowledge of ... Christ - the grace of which Christ is the author; the knowledge of which Christ is the object. 

Forever , [ eis (Greek #1519) heemeran (Greek #2250) aioonos (Greek #165)] - 'to the day of eternity:' the day that has no end; "the day of the Lord," beginning with the Lord's coming. 

